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Introduction 
 

The Land of Sky Educational Attainment and Workforce Collaborative (“The Collaborative”)  

K-12 Educational Resource Guide was developed as part of the myFutureNC Educational 

Attainment Initiative to assist key stakeholders in their work with local students in Buncombe, 

Henderson, Madison, and Transylvania counties. The Collaborative utilizes components of the 

Collective Impact Model to establish a shared mission and common interests among stakeholders 

with the purpose of aligning the human talent needs of local employers to educational attainment 

objectives and outcomes. This pilot program developed an attainment model that examines 

educational initiatives, certificates, and degrees that create a seamless transition from educational 

institutions to gainful employment that can be utilized in all 100 North Carolina counties. 

Stakeholders include: 

 

• Pre-K/Early Childhood Education Programs 

• K-12 Schools 

• Community Colleges 

• Public Colleges and Universities 

• Private Colleges and Universities 

• Workforce Development Boards 

• Economic Developers 

• Private and Public Employers 

• Community Partners 

• Nonprofit Organizations  

• Local and State Governments   

 

The Collaborative views its work through an equity lens related to readiness, access, completion, 

and alignment. The graphic provided below is adapted from the myFutureNC staff but 

incorporates all four areas into Pre-K/Early Childhood Education Initiatives, K-12 Initiatives, 

Higher Education Initiatives, and Educational Attainment and Workforce Alignment Initiatives.    
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The purpose of this Guide is to give information to educational providers, community-based 

educational advocacy organizations, community leaders, and parents that can be utilized in 

assisting students in attending higher educational institutions.  

 

Foundational Information and Resources 

      
Advancing Students Achievement & Development in NC: Promising Policies  

& Practices for the Teaching Workforce  

 

• Kevin Bastian, Senior Research Associate, Dept. of Public Policy, UNC Chapel Hill 

• Published by myFutureNC Commission August 2018 

• A strong teaching workforce directly benefits the students of North Carolina and there are 

opportunities to innovate, refine, and better align policies and practices to strengthen the 

teacher workforce. 

 
Advancing Student Achievement & Development 

 

North Carolina K-12 Achievement 

• Douglas Lauen, Associate Professor of Public Policy, UNC-Chapel Hill & Thomas 

Tomberlin, Director, School Research, Data and Reporting (NC Department of Public 

Instruction) 

• Published by myFutureNC Commission June 2018 

• Learning begets learning, which means that raising and maintaining achievement takes 

concerted action across many different levels of schooling. 

North Carolina K-12 Achievement 

 

Improving Educational Outcomes in North Carolina: Aligning Policy Initiatives in Pre-K 

through Grade 3” 
 

• Clara Muschkin, Associate Research Professor of Public Policy, Sanford School of Public 

Policy, Duke University 

• Published by myFutureNC Commission June 2018 

• Early gains are most likely to persist if educational efforts are integrated in a Pre-K to grade 

3 policy framework that emphasizes improved program access, quality and alignment. 

 

Improving Educational Outcomes in North Carolina: Aligning Policy Initiatives in Pre-K Through 

Grade 3 

https://www.myfuturenc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/FactSheet6-TeacherQuality-Bastian-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.myfuturenc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/NEW-Policy-Brief-Achievement-Lauen-P12.pdf
https://www.myfuturenc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/NEW-Policy-Brief-Achievement-Lauen-P12.pdf
https://www.myfuturenc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/NEW-Policy-Brief-Aligning-Policy-Initiatives-Muschkin-P12.pdf
https://www.myfuturenc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/NEW-Policy-Brief-Aligning-Policy-Initiatives-Muschkin-P12.pdf
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K-12 Achievement and Proficiency Gaps 

• Thomas Tomberlin, Director, School Research, Data and Reporting-Office the Deputy 

State Superintendent 

 

Educational Resources 
      

Learning Library (K-6) 
 

The resource library includes teacher-created games, practical hands-on activities, and engaging 

guided lessons to help kids learn while having fun. 

 

https://www.education.com/resources/ 

 
 

200 Free Kids Educational Resources (K-12) 
 

This collection provides a list of free educational resources for K-12 students, their parents, and 

teachers. 

 

http://www.openculture.com/free_k-12_educational_resources 

 
 

NCDOT K-12 Programs  
(Inactive due to COVID) 

 

● STEM-focused programs and activities modeled by NCDOT staff in the classroom. 

● Partnering NCDOT engineers as mentors with students for in-school and after-school 

activities. 

● Collaborating with schools to provide job-shadowing opportunities from rural to urban 

communities. 

 

https://www.ncdot.gov/initiatives-policies/students-youth/school-to-career-pathways/Pages/k-

12.aspx 

 

 

  

https://www.education.com/resources/
http://www.openculture.com/free_k-12_educational_resources
https://www.ncdot.gov/initiatives-policies/students-youth/school-to-career-pathways/Pages/k-12.aspx
https://www.ncdot.gov/initiatives-policies/students-youth/school-to-career-pathways/Pages/k-12.aspx
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NCDOT Student Volunteer Program  
(Inactive due to COVID) 

 

A program that gives students who want to pursue transportation careers the chance to explore 

fields they are interested in and gain exposure to new areas. 

 

https://www.ncdot.gov/initiatives-policies/students-youth/internship-programs/Pages/student-

volunteers.aspx 

 

 

NCDOT Public Transportation Internship/Apprenticeship Program 
(Inactive due to COVID) 

 

A program that exposes participants to all aspects of a transit system and allows them to gain 

experience in managing public transportation operations, assess public transportation careers, 

and compete for jobs. 

 

https://www.ncdot.gov/initiatives-policies/students-youth/internship-programs/Pages/public-

transportation-internship-apprenticeship.aspx 

 

 

United Way of Asheville and Buncombe County Community School Initiative 

 
Working with Asheville City Schools, Buncombe County Schools, and a network of more than 

50 local service providers, United Way of Asheville and Buncombe County is organizing 

resources that will support the health, education, and financial stability of the whole family and 

neighboring community. By using local middle schools as a district-wide hub for services, 

United Way of Asheville and Buncombe County can find new ways to address the needs of the 

community. The program consists of: 

 

● Expanded learning time and opportunities for students, families, and communities. 

● Collaborative leadership and practice among school staff, students, parents, and 

community partners.  

● Integrated student supports include health and wellness programs, as well as other 

programs that address barriers to student success. 

● Active family and community engagement uses a host of activities to fully involve and 

celebrate the whole community. 

 
This model will be piloted in a high school Fall 2021. 

 

https://www.unitedwayabc.org 

 

https://www.ncdot.gov/initiatives-policies/students-youth/internship-programs/Pages/student-volunteers.aspx
https://www.ncdot.gov/initiatives-policies/students-youth/internship-programs/Pages/student-volunteers.aspx
https://www.ncdot.gov/initiatives-policies/students-youth/internship-programs/Pages/public-transportation-internship-apprenticeship.aspx
https://www.ncdot.gov/initiatives-policies/students-youth/internship-programs/Pages/public-transportation-internship-apprenticeship.aspx
https://www.unitedwayabc.org/
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The College Foundation of NC 
 

The College Foundation of North Carolina (CFNC) is a free service from the State of North 

Carolina provided by a collaboration of educational pathways.  CFNC promotes access to North 

Carolina higher education and assists students and parents with education planning, career 

planning, and applying and paying for college. 

 

https://www.cfnc.org           

 

 

North Carolina First in FAFSA Tracker 
 

North Carolina First in FAFSA is a myFutureNC Collaborative that focuses on increasing the 

number of high school seniors who complete the FAFSA. Increasing the FAFSA completion rate 

is a fundamental step in North Carolina’s efforts to meet its postsecondary attainment goal. 

Students who complete the FAFSA are more likely to enroll in higher education, persist in their 

college coursework, and obtain a degree. 

 

https://www.myfuturenc.org/first-in-fafsa/ 

 

 

FAFSA Completion Assistance 
 

● Local Assistance:  Use this tool to help connect students and families with financial aid 

professionals at colleges to receive free assistance.  https://www.cfnc.org/pay-for-

college/fafsa-assistance/financial-aid-help-near-you/ 

● FAFSA Video Resources: Use this tool to complete the FAFSA application. 

https://www.cfnc.org/pay-for-college/fafsa-assistance/# 

 

 

Teacher 
 

Teacher.org is a website for teachers by teachers that aims to continuously inform and encourage 

teaching. How to: 

 

● Choose What You Want to Teach 

● Complete Your Education Requirements for Teaching in North Carolina 

● Pass the Required Tests for North Carolina 

● Apply for your North Carolina Teaching License 

● Find a Teaching Job in North Carolina 

● Continue Your Education and Professional Development 

● Advance Your Career and Meet Continuing Education Requirements with a Master's 

Degree 

 

https://www.cfnc.org/
https://www.cfnc.org/pay-for-college/fafsa-assistance/financial-aid-help-near-you/
https://www.cfnc.org/pay-for-college/fafsa-assistance/financial-aid-help-near-you/
https://www.cfnc.org/pay-for-college/fafsa-assistance/
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https://www.teacher.org 

 

 

National Education Association (NEA) 
 

The NEA is more than 3 million people—educators, students, activists, workers, parents, 

neighbors, friends—who believe in opportunity for all students and in the power of public 

education to transform lives and create a more just and inclusive society. 

 

https://www.nea.org 

 

 

SchoolWorks 
 

SchoolWorks is an education consulting group with the mission of advancing all aspects of 

student learning and well-being by building the capacity of educators and educational institutions 

to assess, plan for, and achieve student success. With decades of insight into best practices across 

domains, SchoolWorks provides actionable improvement support by helping schools, districts, 

networks, and education agencies identify strengths and weaknesses, develop and execute 

meaningful and achievable action plans, and monitor ongoing progress. Resources include: 

 

● Online Courses  

● Trainings  

● Quality Reviews 

● Accountability Services 

 

https://www.schoolworks.org 

 
Edutopia 
 

Edutopia is a foundation dedicated to transforming K-12 education so that all students can 

acquire and effectively apply the knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary to thrive in their 

studies, careers, and adult lives. Edutopia finds resources to help implement six transformational 

strategies:  

 

● Comprehensive Assessment 

● Integrated Studies 

● Project-Based Learning 

● Social and Emotional Learning 

● Teacher Development 

● Technology Integration 

 

https://www.edutopia.org 

https://www.teacher.org/
https://www.nea.org/
https://www.schoolworks.org/
https://www.edutopia.org/
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Future Ready Schools 
 

Future Ready Schools (FRS) is a bold effort to maximize digital learning opportunities and help 

school districts move quickly toward preparing students for success in college, a career, and 

citizenship. The Alliance for Excellent Education and the U.S. Department of Education are 

leading this effort with the support of the Leading Education by Advancing Digital (LEAD) 

Commission and a vast coalition of organizations. 

 

 

North Carolina Department of Instruction 
 

The vision of the NC Department of Instruction is that “Every public-school student will 

graduate ready for post-secondary education and work, prepared to be a globally engaged and 

productive citizen.”  Topics include: 

 

● Educator Preparation 

● Students and Parents Information 

● Funding Opportunities  

● Data and Reports 

 

https://www.dpi.nc.gov 

 

Community Education Advocacy Groups 
 

My Daddy Taught Me That (MDTMT) 
 

MDTMT is a non-profit agency providing mentoring programs for middle and high school youth 

in the Greater Asheville, North Carolina area. The program forms partnerships with local 

schools, low-income housing developments, the juvenile court system, churches (and other faith 

groups), social service agencies, and many more to foster a commitment to adolescent male 

youths that promote pro-social friendships, strong interpersonal skills, good decision-making, 

acceptance of responsibility, and accountability for their actions. 

 

https://mydaddytaughtmethat.org 

 

 

My Sistah Taught Me That (MSTMT) 
 

MSTMT is a young girl's developmental program designed to encourage, inspire, educate, and 

empower young girls ages 11-19 with a special focus on girls growing up in single parent homes 

without their father. This program was created so young ladies in Buncombe County and 

surrounding areas in western North Carolina may have the chance to be exposed to professional 

http://all4ed.org/
http://www.ed.gov/
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/
https://mydaddytaughtmethat.org/
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leaders in our community who are dedicated to providing opportunities, open dialogue, and 

exposure to things they would not routinely do, with the intent of helping them grow and mature. 

 

About — My Sistah Taught Me That 

 

 

Youth Transformed for Life (TYL) 
 

YTL Training Programs support disenfranchised communities as they strive to succeed in an 

inequitable system. As educators, mentors, advocates, and neighbors, they create bridges for 

children and families to overcome the current gaps of disparity. Programs include: 

 

● YTL G.R.A.C.E for Teens after school (6th-10th grade) 

● YTL G.R.A.C.E for Teens Advocacy and Outreach 

● YTL G.R.A.C.E for Girls 

● YTL G.R.A.C.E for Boys 

● G.R.A.C.E for R.O.S.E.S/ M.O.S.S (3rd-6th grade) Redeveloping Our Self Esteem for 

Success/Motivating Ourselves to Soar to Success 

 

 

Positive Change Youth Ministries (PCYM) 
 

Over the last six years the PCYM’s program has gone from a free afterschool and summer camp 

program for low-income families to a college readiness program. The mission is to empower 

youth with the tools and skills needed to be successful in life through life skill building, 

leadership training, tutoring, mentoring, career interest exploration, community service, college 

exploration, and academic success incentives. All seniors are challenged to apply to ten 

colleges/universities of their choice. Eighty percent of seniors attend an institution of higher 

education. 

 

Ms Dewana Little 

dewanallittle@gmail.com 

 

 

In Real Life (IRL) After-School Program 
 

IRL provides high quality, hands-on, equitable, and accessible after-school programming for all 

Asheville City Schools middle school students. IRL operates on a sliding scale and during 

COVID-19, has waived all student registration fees, providing after-school programming at no 

cost to all of students. IRL partners with Asheville City Schools transportation to provide busing 

around the city and in the evenings to increase access for students and families. 

 

https://www.acsf.org/irl 

 

http://www.mysistahtaughtmethat.org/about
mailto:dewanallittle@gmail.com
https://www.acsf.org/irl
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City of Asheville Youth Leadership Academy (CAYLA) 
 

CAYLA recruits, trains, and places local high school students at meaningful summer jobs with 

the City and with participating agencies, in addition to providing weekly day-long workshops on 

financial literacy, leadership, career exploration, and 21st Century job skills. CAYLA engages its 

students throughout the school year by offering classroom-based enrichment activities and 

individualized assistance with college applications and scholarship research. Activities include: 

 

• Internships 

• Community Service 

• Workshops  

 

https://www.ashevillenc.gov/department/community-economic-development/community-

development/cayla/ 

 

 

My Community Matters Empowerment Program 
 

● Provides supportive relationships and valuable skill-building opportunities for youth. 

● Youth Professional development. 

● Youth leadership development. 

● Workshops. 

 

https://amiworthen.com/2016/08/15/my-community-matters/ 

 

https://www.ashevillenc.gov/department/community-economic-development/community-development/cayla/
https://www.ashevillenc.gov/department/community-economic-development/community-development/cayla/
https://amiworthen.com/2016/08/15/my-community-matters/

